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MEMBER

Tranquil music, murmuring water,
pleasant aromas, muted lighting,
soothing temperatures, harmonious
interiors. All this characterizes the
delicious atmosphere of a luxury spa
in a high-end resort. And as people
experience the restorative qualities of
a first-class spa in their hotels, many
are recreating the sume environment
at home in their own stylish master
bath retreats.

The current trend for the design of the
master bath is inspired by Asia and
influenced by the new urban chic.
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SIMPLE
e U Dleasures

Natural simplicity meets minimalist
high-fashion and high-tech—and it works!

It makes sense that bathroom designers
would look to Asia for inspiration. In
Japan, bathing is a special daily ritual that is
centuries old. The emphasis there is on
creating a serene ambience through
employing natural elements and removing
unnecessary visual stimulation. The total
bathing experience becomes a remedy for
a stressful lifestyle—a desirable goal for
the busy American homeowner as well.
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In today’s master bath this understated
natural atmosphere is tastefully melded
with an upscale Metro look to achieve the
best of both worlds. Honest materials—
such as stone, metal, glass, wood, bamboo
and concrete—provide visual interest
through the subtle textural changes from

one material to another. The Escale Suite takes its inspiration from Japanese ceramic tableware design,

. . S . complemented by sleek furniture in engineered wenge wood.
Cabinets are designed with little ornamentation or P 4 f & g

trim, which lets the natural material speak for itself.

Deep chocolate brown is the new “it” color for

cabinetry. Dark wood finishes, some bordering on

black, create a reposeful mood. Long, lean handles Attention is also given to setting the mood with lighting and music using
pre-programmed electronic touch-screen controls. The soothing sounds of
falling water can be introduced by installing a wall fountain or an overflow
soaking tub. Including aromatherapy and chromatherapy options in the
shower or tub is a healthy way to indulge other senses.

and extended countertops emphasize restful horizontal lines. Innovative
cabinet storage systems minimalize distracting countertop clutter.

Advanced technology provides the means for enjoying other kinds of
luxuries without disturbing the calm. For watching the news while shaving,
an LCD TV screen integrated into the mirror appears when activated,
and then vanishes when turned off. A large plasma screen TV, built into a
cabinet at the foot of the tub, can be lowered out of sight or raised at the
push of a button for pleasant viewing while bathing.

Last, but not least, placing a mini-kitchen close at hand makes it easy to
grab those delectable snacks—just like at the top-notch spas. [ ]

Press a button and Lift-It smoothly
raises and lowers a plasma or

flat screen TV to a comfortable
viewing level in the bathroom.

© 2006 RT Inc. Articles represent opinion of authors. Although all is said to the best of our knowledge, we assume no liability for any of the contents. Reproduction not permitted without permission.



Reflections on

The idiom used to be “People who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw
stones.” Now it’s changing to “People who live in glass houses should
throw parties.” Why? Because glass is trendy, glamorous and showing up
everywhere in the home today—sinks, countertops, vanities, backsplashes,
floors, and room dividers. If you have a unique piece of glass to show off
in your home, do your friends a favor and invite them over!

Glass offers an incredible range of colors and can also be clear, frosted,
iridescent, swirled, textured, polished, embedded, painted and even
recycled. Dramatic visual effects are created by placing clear glass over
metal, transforming the translucent glass according to the color of the
metal selected. Installing lighting inside a glass vanity makes the furniture
piece glow from within. Glass can be processed into many different sizes
and shapes, from tiny mosaic tiles to large slabs more than an inch thick.

Since glass is non-porous, it is very hygienic and does not accept stains
or bacteria. Clean it with any standard glass-cleaning product. Although
glass is highly cold-and-heat-resistant, manufacturers recommend that
pots taken directly from the oven be placed onto a hotplate whenever
possible. Glass is very durable, but it can scratch. Minimize this problem
by choosing matt finishes for glass floor tiles in high-traffic areas. Having
a texture beneath the surface of a glass countertop helps to mask wear

and tear.
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llluminessence glass tiles are textured front and back,
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, Inc. (www.crossvilleinc.com)

Photo: Courtesy of Crossville

causing surfaces to come alive with unusual visual depth.

What's .= -

ars S
Thermador’s Freedom Collection features
freezers, refrigerators and wine coolers as
independent modular columns in multiple
widths. Each column is fully flush-mounted
and can be completely integrated for a
modern seamless look.The columns offer
great versatility in that you can place them
virtually anywhere and in a wide variety of
configurations. They come in stainless steel
or in a panel-ready version that you can
customize to match your cabinetry. [ ]
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The new TurboChef 30-inch Double Wall
Speedcook Oven allows you to prepare
gourmet meals up to |5 times faster than
conventional ovens.The technology features
heated air blown through the oven cavity at
speeds up to 60 mph. A |2 Ib. turkey cooks
in 42 minutes, retaining all the natural juices
often lost when using conventional ovens.
The stylish hearth-shaped upper oven door
is available in stainless steel, as well as six
attractive colors. u

Photo: Courtesy of ThinkGlass (www:think

The intriguing texture in this |-1/2" thick ThinkGlass countertop
was formed within the glass, while the surface remains silky smooth.

Photo: Courtesy of Vitraform (www.vitraform.com)

The elegant hand-blown glass Coppa pedestal in “Peach”
coordinates with a laminated glass vessel sink.
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REMODEL NOW _

Kitchen & Bathroom
Models Needed

From time to time we get requests from many local
firms, as well as national magazines, looking for kitchens
and bathrooms they can use for photo shoots. Sometimes
the purpose may be a backdrop for a local grocery store
commercial or a national brand infomercial. Other

times national magazines are looking for kitchens and
bathrooms to feature in their upcoming articles. Since

we do not release clients’ names to any third parties,

we can usually only provide our showroom as a

possible location.

However, after talking to some of our clients, we've
found that they wouldn’t mind having their kitchen or
bathroom used for a photo shoot and might even enjoy
the opportunity to see film making in progress. If you
have any interest in your kitchen or bathroom being a
model, contact Father and Son

Builders at 215-634-7800
or jot down your name,
address, phone

number, as well as

a brief description

of your kitchen or bath,
on a post card

and send it to us.We'll
keep your name on file
for future requests

from location scouts.

Kitchen & Baths:
Return on Investment

Remodeling magazine, a leading remodeling trade publication,
recently published its annual Cost vs.Value Report. This report
indicates that across the nation all types of remodeling are a good
investment—with an overall average return of over 83.3% of the cost.

The number one improvement to make, based on cost vs. value, is the
kitchen remodel. The national average for returns on a major kitchen
investment was 80.3%. Returns on a minor kitchen remodel were even
higher—an amazing 93.1%!

Another home improvement that brought a high return on investment was
a bathroom addition, with a 90.5% return.

To increase the value of your home and maximize your investment, you
should be aware of popular trends in remodeling and know what buyers are
looking for. A kitchen should include light and open spaces, preferably open
to a family room. It should be efficient, friendly and inviting, with plenty of
storage. Storage is also important in the bathroom as well as updated
fixtures, and creative use of mirrors. Good lighting is essential in both
kitchens and bathrooms including under counter lighting and skylights.
Working with a design/build remodeling company, which specializes in
kitchen design will insure that your kitchen will be a valuable addition to
your home.

Of course return on investment is not the only reason for remodeling. The
wants and needs of your family are a big consideration. Remodeling a
kitchen or bath can greatly improve the comfort and livability of your
home, so even if selling is not a consideration there are still good reasons
to remodel and it’s good to know that you are adding value to your home.

Father and Son Builders is a design/build remodeling company.

Home Improvement
Fall Sale

If you’re thinking spring or summer,
why not SAVE NOW for something
you're ultimately going to do anyway?

% 8’! CALL NOW 215-634-7800

BUY NOW—PAY LATER
NO MONEY DOWN FINANCING*

% AMERICAN
EXPRESS
*To Qualified Applicants
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