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Things Are

As you are gathering ideas for your 
next remodeling project, you may 
be eagerly thinking about your walls 
and floors, windows and lighting, 
cabinets and countertops. But have 
you remembered to look up?  Even 
though ceilings typically comprise 
one-sixth of all interior space, they 

are an oft-forgotten landscape in the 
home when it comes time to renovate.  

(continued on page 2)
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For many families, the kitchen is their favorite area of the home—
promising a wide variety of delights, not the least of which is 
delicious food. But if your kitchen merely frustrates you because 
it is awkward to work in and totally disorganized (i.e. you spend 
as much time locating the evasive saucepan as it takes to make the 

sauce) it’s time to plan a kitchen makeover.

Start by making an inventory of the items in your kitchen and then 
consider what works best for you.   Will you ever use that automatic 

yogurt maker, or are you always on the go and prefer the ease of 
purchasing yogurt from the store?  Place your kitchen items into three 

categories: keep, donate, and discard.  Have the courage to be ruthless.  
Simply getting rid of gadgets you never use goes a long way towards ridding 

the kitchen of clutter.

You will also feel dissatisfied with your kitchen if you must cover a lot of territory back and forth 
across the floor whenever you prepare a meal.  Perhaps your spices and seasonings are located on 
the opposite end of the kitchen from your range or cooktop, for example.  Organize your kitchen 
into multiple zones, such as prep, cooking, baking, storage, entertaining and cleanup.  Then place the 
essential tools necessary for each task in the proper zone.  Secondary sinks, along with appliances such 
as refrigerator and dishwasher drawers, help make it possible for each zone to be used independently. 
Several friends or members of your family will be able to use your kitchen at the same time without 
getting in each other’s way.

Another aspect of effective organization involves optimizing the space inside your cabinets.  A wide 
range of interior cabinetry storage solutions are designed for keeping everything easily accessible.  
As you think about purchasing new cabinets, analyze your lifestyle.  If you enjoy whipping up culinary 
creations on a regular basis, a storage unit that maximizes utensil space is essential.  If entertaining is 
your specialty, a built-in wine holder and a hanging wineglass rack might be the perfect 
thing.  The photos on this page give you some ideas to get you started.

the Clutter
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Looking UP !
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The serene sound of gently �owing water has a 
unique ability to soothe the mind and rejuvenate 
the soul.  When this sound is brought indoors, such 
as at a spa, it has the additional bene�t of helping us 
make a connection with nature�even from within 
the four walls of a room.  As you close your eyes, 
you can let your imagination whisk you away to a 
peaceful garden next to a bubbling stream. 

Now imagine returning home from a stressful day 
and being greeted by the tranquil sounds of a water 
feature installed in your own kitchen or master bath! 
Experience the pressures beginning to dissolve. 

As you are planning for your water feature, keep in mind that the style you choose 
should blend with the interior design of the rest of your home, whether it has a more 
rustic and natural feel or a very sleek, contemporary look.  The water feature�s size 
and shape can vary greatly, and it may be a freestanding unit or hung on the wall like a 
painting.  Built-in lighting that captures the glimmers of the moving water as it �ows over 
the surface adds drama.

A wide variety of materials can be used to create your water feature: slate, marble, copper, 
steel, pebbles, river rock, glass and acrylic, to name a few.  You may want to have it custom-
designed to �t into a speci�c area of your home�such as an alcove at the front entrance, 
or in your bathroom.  In this case, some of the same stone or tile used on your �oor and/
or wall surfaces can be incorporated into the design so that the water feature is beautifully 
integrated with the rest of the room.  The result is something totally unique and personal.  A 
less expensive option is to purchase one of the many handmade pre-designed units available. 
Either way, a water feature can complement your dØcor as an unusual piece of �water art� that also 
adds the enjoyment of relaxing sounds.
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Hand-chiseled multi-color slate in a copper frame.

You gather the orange rinds to toss in the composter under your kitchen counter.  With 
both hands full, you simply touch the cabinet with your knee, and the drawer holding the 
composter slides open automatically.  After you deposit the rinds and peels, you gently 
push the drawer with your knee and it closes quietly and effortlessly.  No need to worry 
about sticky hands touching the drawer handle.  Everything stays neat and clean!

These impressive technological marvels are brought to you by Blum, Inc., a manufacturer 
of functional hardware for kitchen cabinets.  The Blumotion closing mechanism has 
been offered by Blum for several years and has received a lot of attention from cabinet 
manufacturers who have been installing it into their kitchen drawers. 

The new Servo-Drive automatic drawer-opening feature was introduced at the 2008 
Kitchen and Bath Industry Show.  This new development is based on an electrical drive 
that, once triggered, opens the drawer for you.  The drawer has no �xed connection 
to the drive unit, which enables it to stop in any desired position.  Servo-Drive is also 
a welcome devise for persons who have arthritis or any other condition that makes it 
dif�cult to open standard drawers.
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OPENOPEN SESAME

GO with the

Glass panel and pebble waterfall.
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Kitchen & Bathroom 
Models Needed
From time to time we get requests from many local firms, 
as well as national magazines, looking for kitchens and 
bathrooms they can use for photo shoots. Sometimes 
the purpose may be a backdrop for a local grocery store 
commercial or a national brand infomercial. Other times 
national magazines are looking for kitchens and bathrooms 
to feature in their upcoming articles. Since we do not 
release clients’ names to any third parties, we can usually 
only provide our showroom as a possible location.  

However, after talking to some of our clients, we’ve 
found that they wouldn’t mind having their kitchen or 
bathroom used for a photo shoot and might even enjoy the 
opportunity to see film making in progress. If you have any 
interest in your kitchen or bathroom being a 
model, contact Father and Son 
Builders at 215-634-7800 or 
jot down your name, 
address, phone 
number, as well as 
a brief description 
of your kitchen or bath, 
on a post card
and send it to us.  We’ll 
keep your name on file 
for future requests 
from location scouts.

Kitchen & Baths:  
Return on Investment
Remodeling magazine, a leading remodeling trade publication, 
recently published its annual Cost vs. Value Report. This report indicates 
that across the nation all types of remodeling are a good 
investment—with an overall average return of over 78% of the cost.

The number one improvement to make, based on cost vs. value, is the kitchen 
remodel. The national average for returns on a major kitchen 
investment was 74%. Returns on a minor kitchen remodel were even 
higher—an amazing 83%!

Another home improvement that brought a high return on investment was a 
bathroom remodel, with an 78.3% return.

To increase the value of your home and maximize your investment, you should 
be aware of popular trends in remodeling and know what buyers are looking 
for.  A kitchen should include light and open spaces, preferably open to a family 
room. It should be efficient, friendly and inviting, with plenty of storage. Storage 
is also important in the bathroom as well as updated fixtures, and creative use 
of mirrors. Good lighting is essential in both kitchens and bathrooms including 
under counter lighting and skylights. Working with a design/build remodeling 
company, which specializes in kitchen design will insure that your kitchen will 
be a valuable addition to your home.

Of course return on investment is not the only reason for remodeling. The 
wants and needs of your family are a big consideration. Remodeling a kitchen 
or bath can greatly improve the comfort and livability of your home, so even 
if selling is not a consideration there are still good reasons to remodel and it’s 
good to know that you are adding value to your home. 

Father and Son Builders is a design/build remodeling company.

REMODEL NOWREMODEL NOW

SIDING • WINDOWS • ROOFING • KITCHENS • BATHS

Home Improvement 
Fall Sale
If you’re thinking spring or summer, 
why not SAVE NOW for something 
you’re ultimately going to do anyway?

CALL NOW 215-634-7800
BUY NOW—PAY LATER

NO MONEY DOWN FINANCING*

DISC   VER
R

* To Qualified Applicants


